Most teachers and students of psychiatry have strongly felt the need for a comprehensive eclectic text-book of psychopathology. The addition of Masserman's text to the existing volumes has-in spite of the considerable merits of this book-only partly satisfied such a need.
The reviewer considers the book too difficult and complex for the beginner, partly on account of an unnecessarily complicated and involved language; for the advanced student who seeks comprehensive and precise statements it is too fragmentary and vague. The anatomic, pathological, physiological, and the genetic approaches are not adequately presented. But even reflexology, behaviorism, and psychoanalysis, the cornerstones of Masserman's own theoretical building, are only sketchily portrayed. The book has little continuity; there is repetition and overlap in the chapters on dynamisms and the reviews of various theories. The appendix has little relation to the rest of the book and simply increases its volume. The rising tide of materialism has steadily reduced the appeal to "vitalism" to account for the differences 'between the phenomena exhibited by "living" and "non-living systems." Still there stands against that tide the evidence of organic evolution, ontogeny, and the experience called "mind"; these have yet to be described in mathematically definable laws. Some doubt that they can be, and have taken the view that science deals with a restricted domain cyclical in character, since the abstractions with which it begins are all that are ever considered. Others feel that the experience of mind, evolution, and ontogeny must be included in the scientific scheme. Yet there are no convincing reasons for supposing that these phenomena will prove explicable in terms of physical concepts. As a consequence, a theory of "emergence" has arisen which denies the very possibility, maintaining that it is not possible to predict from a knowledge of the properties of two systems in isolation what t1te consequences of their interaction may be. New properties may be said to "emerge" as a consequence of combination.
Prof. Ralph Lillie, one of this country's most distinguished physiologists, offers an alternative to the latter view, i.e., that living systems are characterized by physical phenomena as are non-living and, in addition, have psychical activity. The latter exercises a fundamental control over the physical. The dualism is represented in body and mind; predictable and random activity. Lillie makes the consequences of the psychical activity quite clear; they are mind, evolution, the spontaneous mutations, and the basis of teleology. In this respect his thesis is most satisfying and for this reason his treatise deserves general attention and consideration; but the reader must not expect finality where none can be given; he must be content with only a clear description of the consequences of psychical phenomena; as to their causal nature or origin he is left to his own speculation. In the Fore-word to this useful volume Austin E. Smith, Secretary of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the American Medical Association, points out that during this century great advances have been made in the regulation of drugs. Few people who read about and use the modern antiseptics, sulfonamides, penicillins, hormones, and blood derivatives realize the intricate and detailed machinery which certifies to the public that these materials are active and yet relatively harmless. Much of this work is based upon the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act and particularly upon Section 505 relating to "new drugs." Therefore, a synopsis of the various requirements and procedures pertaining to this control is very welcome. This volume will be of interest especially to drug manufacturers, advertising counsel, and pharmacists. Nevertheless, a certain number of physicians, particularly those serving in administrative capacities, will find this volume a very useful source of information.
The book is divided approximately into 153 pages of text and an additional 139 pages of appendix which cites pertinent legal documents or similar material referred to in the text. The author discusses legislation pertaining to "new drugs" from a practical standpoint. For example, when is a drug "new"? How does one submit an application for the filing of a new drug?
What methods and controls are required, of a manufacturer in supervising the production of his product? These are some of the pertinent topics which are discussed in clear and simple fashion by the author.
In this volume one will find summarized the official requirements with
